It is with the after-treatment of excision of the knee-joint, more 
Suspension-rod for front of limb?the arcli corresponds to the site of excision, the suspension-hook to the ankle-joint, upper end should terminate at the fold of the groin. Suspension-rod for front of limb?the arcli corresponds to the site of excision, the suspension-hook to the ankle-joint, upper end should terminate at the fold of the groin. Posterior " Gooch " splint of ordinary form?hollowed out in each side on the level of the operation wound, and cut out at the lower part in a horse-slioe or stirrup form, so as to relieve the heel and tendo Acliillis from any pressure. Posterior " Gooch " splint of ordinary form?hollowed out in each side on the level of the operation wound, and cut out at the lower part in a horse-slioe or stirrup form, so as to relieve the heel and tendo Achillis from any pressure.
Alternative form of " Gooch " splint for excision, hollowed out as in Fig-2 20 , was wounded in the right knee, 22d October 1862. The ball passed through a portion of the external condyle of the femur and lodged in the popliteal space. On the second day after the injury, Dr Bontecue removed one and a-half inch of the lower end of the femur with a saw, and with a pair of bone-forceps cut away the exposed surface of the tibia until the bone was exposed. The patella was dissected out. A portion of the wound healed by the first intention; on the twenty-eighth day the wound had entirely closed ; and at the end of little more than two months from the date of the operation the patient was discharged. In operating, I have hitherto always adopted the semilunar incision, by which the soft parts over the knee, including the patella, are raised in one flap.1 I have deviated from this plan only in one case of compound fracture of the patella, where the double elliptical incision, originally recommended by Mr Syme,2 was adopted as a means of including the bruised and lacerated integument together with the patella, and corresponding to the site of injury. In the semilunar incision the perpendicular length of the flap raised from the front of the knee is about five inches, and the open space left between the bandages upon the leg and thigh amounts to fully six inches. In this space, the whole extent of the line of incision is exposed, and the extreme angles, which correspond to the level of the upper end of the distal epiphysis of the femur, are both the most dependent part of the whole wound, and are at the same time free from all confining dressings. I [To be continued.)
